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             PRAYER FOCUS FOR JULY

- Revival and Awakening of Christ ians, 
including JCCians, as they set  aside t ime 
regularly to seek God fervent ly.

- 40.Day 2021 ?  40 days of Fast  & Prayer 
nat ionwide from July 1 to August  9.

- Goshen Init iat ive: Opening of doors for 
Goshen bridges to be built . 

- David and Goliath Preschool (DGP): 
Regist rat ion from residents; God?s blessings 
upon the DGP Commit tee, Principal and staff 
that  they have wisdom and perseverance in 
managing the t ransit ion from Kindergarten to 
Childcare. 

- Taman Jurong: Salvat ion for all. People to be 
set  free from unhealthy addict ions and to 
experience the Peace of Christ  in their hearts. 

Not subscribed yet? Get  The WinePress 
newslet ter delivered st raight  to your inbox 
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THE GOSHEN INITIATIVE
BY REV ANTHONY LOH

We are in the Pentecost season, a reminder that 
the Holy Spirit  is with us to guide us in our whole 
journey of life.

I thank God for the successful AGM on May 30. 
Please pray for our councilmen who have been 
elected to lead the church in fulfilling her mission.

The renovat ion for our David & Goliath Preschool 
is in progress. God has guided us to undertake the 
strategic transformation from our kindergarten 
operat ion to the provision of childcare services. 
This is one of the church?s ministries. We are 
always conscious of the need to keep our service 
offerings relevant to the changing expectat ions of 
parents and the challenges of the current 
preschool landscape. We have been publicising the 
David & Goliath Preschool to the public, especially 

to our neighbourhood 
community.  We have 
received much valuable 
advice from JCCians, and we 
also appreciate the tangible 
support in various ways. 
Just in Tay, Chairman of our 
Pre-school?s Management 
Committee, says,  

Some of you have responded to ensure that our 
neighbours get to know our Preschool. Let 's 
cont inue to pray for the David & Goliath Preschool 
? a ministry that belongs to all of us.

CAN WE STILL BE A BLESSING IN PANDEMIC 
TIME?

Can we st ill be a blessing to one another and the 
community in this pandemic t ime?

I hear a whispering voice: ?Oh, let?s wait  for 
Covid-19 to die down, to slow down before we can 
do something.?

Stresses of Covid-19 are faced by all. It?s good for 
us to take stock of our life and our spiritual 
condit ion as we adapt to the new normal and 
realign ourselves according to God's purposes in 
evolving circumstances.

continued on the next page

?We are on a constant lookout for individuals who 
are passionate about the ministry and are strong in 
the areas like administration, finance, human 
resources, education, communications and 
branding. You may reach out to us if you feel the call 
to serve in any of these areas.?
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THE GOSHEN INITIATIVE

Blessed to be a blessing is our cont inuing desire. 
Hence, we are forging ahead with the Goshen 
Init iat ive; in short , G47.

There are a few points we know about Goshen 
from Genesis 47:

- It  was a place in Egypt.
- It  was a place of plenty and comfort .
- It  was the best of the land where Joseph 

sett led his father and brothers after their 
long years of separat ion. (Gen 47:6, 11)

- In Goshen, the Israelites ?were fruit ful and 
increased great ly in number.? (Gen 47:27)

Goshen test ifies of God?s provision and blessings. 
It  evidences God calling His people and sett ing 
them apart. It  tells of restorat ion, protect ion, 
healing, and the mult iplying of God?s people as 
blessings received became blessings shared.   

Through the GOSHEN Init iat ive, God is calling us: 
GO! Shout out His Excellent Name.

When Joseph introduced his father (Jacob) to 
Pharaoh (Gen 47:1-12), Jacob acknowledged that 
he had been living a troubled life for many years. 

Pharaoh did not despise him, but instead gave his 
family the best part  of the land (i.e., Goshen).  

The word ?Goshen? also means ?approaching, 
drawing near.? As we approach the Goshen 
Init iat ive, we are minded to draw near to God 
because it  is not by our might, nor by our power, 
but by His Spirit  that we can experience His 
blessings even in difficult  t imes ? blessings we 
share as we are motivated by God?s love to go out 
and proclaim the wonderful name of Jesus.

As a severe famine raged in Egypt and Canaan 
(Gen 47:13-15), Joseph became a channel of God?s 
blessings to save the people from starvat ion. God 
blessed Pharaoh because he was kind to the 

Israelites. In Goshen, the Israelites also thrived. 

The story of Joseph is not just about one man who 
held no ill-will towards his brothers who had once 
ill-t reated him. Joseph exemplified the measure of 
a great man of God. The spiritual message is about 
how God uses a humble man to fulfill His 
providence for a nat ion of His people to be raised 
in an alien land (Goshen) in preparat ion for their 
welcoming into the land of Promise (Canaan). 

continued on the next page
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The Goshen Init iat ive is about claiming God?s 
Providence:

- as a people set apart  for God,
- to support the needy in restorat ion or 

healing,
- praying for God?s protect ion upon all,
- offering hope amid a crisis,
- and pursuing the Great Commission for the 

mult iplicat ion of God?s people.

BUILDING THE GOSHEN BRIDGES

How can we GO! Shout out His Excellent Name in 
our effort  to reach out to the community with 
love? 

We can build the Goshen Bridges ? different links 
to the community through which different iated 
services are provided to cater to different needs. 

Are we ready to posit ion ourselves for the parts 
we can play in the overall Goshen Init iat ive to 
draw people into the warmth of JCC as a place of 
comfort  where they experience God?s love 
because we are experiencing the same and sharing 
it?  There are small roles that you can explore with 
the Goshen Init iat ive team ? like helping out in a 
reading program for children, be back-up support 
for one event, etc. You can start  by paying a visit  to 

botspice.com/GOSHEN/InternalSurvey

JOIN THE GOSHEN INITIATIVE NOW!

Jacob and his family experienced physical and 
spiritual succor in t imes of famine. The famine 
crisis did not stop all blessings in their t racks. So, 
will the Covid-19 pandemic now stop the Goshen 
Init iat ive from building lives? Do I st ill hear the 
whispering voice: ?Oh, let?s wait  for Covid-19 to 
die down, to slow down before we can do 
something??

All of us can respond posit ively to the Goshen 
Init iat ive which is a corporate effort  for us to be 
united in sharing the tangible love of Jesus to our 
loved ones, our friends, our neighbours, our 
schoolmates and to the community as God opens 
doors for us in this pandemic situat ion. 

The Goshen Init iat ive is not about an act ivity. It  is 
about placing a heart for God first , and 
approaching Him for restoring us back to Him, for 
healing of our lives and in turn going out to share 
our blessings. 

God has not forgotten you. He wants to bless you 
and empower you to be a blessing!

MY JOURNEY TO GOSHEN
BY PEGGY TAN

Many in JCC already know me as I have been with 
JCC for over 30 years, since the 1980s. I joined JCC 
with my husband, John Lee, after my first  son, 
Benedict Lee, was born. After that, my two other 
sons, Ian Lee and Shawn Lee came along. 

Prior to my marriage, I worshipped in a Charismatic 
Church. Hence, init ially I faced a bit  of striving to get 
used to the Lutheran style of liturgical worship. I am 
glad that with the warm fellowship and support of 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ , including the 
Jurong West CG, I have been well-supported in 
fulfilling God?s calling for me to serve in various 
ministries and grow myself spiritually in this 
wonderful church. 

I am a cheerful and easy-going type of person. I 
suppose that God blesses me with this type of 
personality to minister among children (in Sunday 
School) and among the elderly folk (in the Dialect 

ministry). 
Joining the lit t le 
ones in singing 
songs and telling 
Bible stories; 
fellowshipping and 
sharing God?s love with 
the elderly dialect folk; all these I enjoy. I feel very 
much blessed by the joyfulness and affect ion 
from those I serve. 

God has given me a husband who has a different 
personality that complements in the overall 
divine purpose of having us serving the Lord in 
different ministries according to our different 
talents. I am glad to have his encouragement and 
support for my work in the ministries, including 
the Outreach Ministry. 

I came to be involved in the outreach team years 

continued on the next page

https://www.botspice.com/GOSHEN/InternalSurvey
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ago when Richard Lee, then HOM, invited me to 
join. Later, by God?s will, the HOM baton was 
handed over to me. I look back with wonder at how 
things work out with God?s invisible hand leading. 
Despite the challenging nature of the outreach 
work, especially relat ing with individuals with 
?seasoned? worldview, the opportunity I have of 
serving the pre-believer folk gives me the same joy 
I feel when serving in the dialect ministry.

With the onslaught of the Covid pandemic last 
year, with the sett ing up of the S3P to meet 
physical needs and the planning for the David & 
Goliath Preschool (bridges to the community), the 
stakeholders (Council, Outreach MLT, etc.) in the 
course of discussions sensed the urgency of the 
t ime to strengthen the church?s outreach thrust.  
Hence, the Goshen Init iat ive came about. 

I remember that on 12 July 2020, while the group 
of intercessors were praying at the sanctuary, one 

of them saw the vision of a food distribut ion in the 
Taman Jurong community. On 1 Nov 2020, while 
praying, the image came up of the whole sanctuary 
becoming a home for strangers, homeless people, 
injured people with bandages ? pews replaced by 
couches.

I am involved in the Goshen Init iat ive (G47) 
because it  is parked under the Outreach Ministry. 

G47 reminds us of Goshen in Genesis 47, a place 
where help is provided to people in need. JCC is 
posit ioning herself to be a place like Goshen ?to be 
a channel of blessing, protect ion and provision for 
the community around us, for people to experience 
Jesus? love and grace.? 

By God?s leading, after much prayer, I have 
accepted JCC?s offer of a role in G47 as a part-t ime 
staff. Pray with me for this as we look forward to 
greater things from the Lord.

REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GIRL?S BRIGADE ? 
1982-2008
BY MICHELLE ONG

John 15:16 ?You did not choose me, but I chose you?.

How real is God?s Word living and act ive in the 
Girls? Brigade (GB) Ministry in JCC? I had the 
opportunity to know Jesus through my 
involvement in GB by teaching drill. How so? I did 
not know Jesus but through listening to the GB 

continued on the next page

devot ions, attending church and reading God?s 
Word, He revealed Himself to me.

Hebrews 4:12 ?For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword.?

How GB started was a miracle that no man can 
fathom. One can only acknowledge the work of 
the Holy Spirit . It  was started with no plans, no 
volunteers, no recruitment drive and no 
experience in running a GB Company in JCC.

In 1982, 28th Boys Brigade (BB) Company was 
recruit ing members. Lo and behold at least 30 
girls signed up to join the BB. How did 30 girls 
respond thinking that BB was for girls? With at 
least 30 girls amongst the boys, the Church 
Pastoral and Leadership team together with the 
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BB Company 
took the leap of 
faith and started 
the 17th GB 
Company with 
no knowledge 
whatsoever 
among those 
who took up the 
call to serve in 
this ministry.

Philippians 4:13 ?I 
can do all things 
through him who 
strengthens me.?

Mark 10:27 ?With 
people it is 

impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God?.

Our first  Captain, Mrs. Christ ian Daniel (Pastor 
Michael?s mother), a housewife in her 50s had zero 
knowledge of GB but was a woman who sought 
after God, faithful in prayer and depending on 
God?s wisdom and strength to lead a group of 30 
girls and a few officers. What I did was just 
teaching drills, I was only 17 years of age then. I 
remember Mrs Daniel attending the women?s 
prayer meeting every Friday night and Mr Daniel 
wait ing in Church to bring her home. I will never 
forget our first  Captain?s meeting at GB office. Mrs 
Daniel did not know the way so we took a long bus 
journey to reach there. As we were walking her 
slipper broke and we walked all the way with her 
broken slipper. Our successive Captains - Mrs 
Molly Chua (previously a missionary), Mrs Sally 
Kee (Bishop Terry Kee?s wife) and Ms Teng Ting 

Ching (previously a missionary) - had one thing in 
common. They all started with zero knowledge in 
running a GB ministry but bore the same 
trademark of being a servant of God who 
acknowledges that our Lord Jesus Christ  is the 
Great Captain. God is looking for servants who are 
available and have surrendered their will to God?s 
will.

2 Cor 12:9 says ?My power is made perfect in 
weakness.?

How true and a test imony of God?s wonderful work 
in the GB ministry. Leadership isn?t about making 
one?s own name known, it  is about making God?s 
name known by sharing the Good News and God?s 
love for us to all mankind. Through GB, we have 
borne many fruits, as leaders from our own girls 
rose to be Captains: Miss Yap Mei Yah, Ms Lee Li 
Khim and Miss Chng Sook Hwee (current ly serving 
in the BB) and Ms Sim Soo Wei (now serving full 
t ime in another Church).

With God?s providence we expanded to start  a 
Junior 51st GB Company and 9th GB Company. 
Although JCC is a small congregat ion, we have 
almost 20 officers and helpers to serve in these 3 
Companies. How is it  possible as everyone is busy 
with work demands and family commitments? And 
serving in this ministry is committ ing every 
Saturday to GB for years. It  is only possible with 
God.

I was so blessed to be part  of the GB ministry. God 
revealed to me count less miracles. I enjoyed God?s 
presence, peace and promises in His Word. It  is 
through the GB ministry that God revealed His 
faithfulness to me as my beloved Father and ?He 
will never leave me nor forsake me.? Hebrews 13:5

Michelle Ong  is seated, right.



My connect ion with Jurong Christ ian Church went 
way back to 1970 when my family relocated from 
Bukit  Panjang Village to Taman Jurong, then known 
as Jurong Industrial Estate. The estate was 
essent ially a boring nondescript, small industrial 
town with lit t le amenit ies besides the not iceable 
pirate taxis aka ?pah-ong-chia? congregat ing at a 
specific coffee shop near the market cum hawker 
centre.

I signed up for Tae-kwon-do class at the Jurong 
Civic Centre, not realizing then that it  was actually a 
church premises. In late 1979 I began attending the 
church Sunday services and some years later was 
involved in sett ing up the dialect outreach work. As 
I reflect, I could only say that this small community 
church had since transformed into a larger 
community church by the grace of God and many 
lives were touched over the years.

The Dialect Ministry, a people-centred and 
life-transforming outreach work, sprouted up and 
blossomed slowly from a t iny seed sown by faith as 
early as 1998/99. It  is st ill act ive and vibrant today. 
Thank God for infusing this ministry with a life that 
all who joined in the dialect worship and fellowship 
over the years could experience the special family 
bonding as one body in Christ . 

Here is a brief reflect ion of the development of the 
Dialect Ministry in JCC:

1998/1999

The seed of the Dialect Ministry was sown in 
1998/99 when about 10 adult  members from the 
English Congregat ion of JCC took an interest to 
visit  the Salvat ion Army Old Folks Home at Upper 
Bukit  Timah Road (current site of Trinity Bible 

College). Once 
monthly, after 
Sunday Service, 
they would 
bring snacks and 
home-made 
pastry for 
afternoon tea 
fellowship, 
present dialect 
Christ ian songs 
and share God?s 
Word and 
test imony in Hokkien with translat ion into 
Cantonese. 

The six months of simple outreach effort  proved to 
be an enriching experience. It  ignited a spark of 
passion among this compassionate group of men 
and women and they soon felt  the burden to expand 
resources to reach out to their own pre-believing 
parents and relat ives.

As the precious seed of the Ministry was being 
nurtured, Bethel Care Group also extended their 
CNY and Christmas celebrat ion gatherings and 
retreats to intent ionally include their aging parents 
as an outreach opportunity, with pot luck meals and 
occasionally engaging dialect speakers to give short  
sharing/test imony.

Sometime later, members brought their 
dialect-speaking parents and relat ives to the 
monthly Saturday afternoon hi-tea session at 
Orchid Country Club, an outreach program hosted 
by Yishun Christ ian Church (Lutheran). 12 
part icipants from JCC also joined their church 
Sunday worship and simple fellowship meal at the 
end of the worship service.

REFLECTION AND 
INSIGHT ON DIALECT 

MINISTRY
BY DEACON PETER CHEONG

T HE W I NEPRESS |  REFLECT I O N S

continued on the next page
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2002-2004 (FORMATION OF DIALECT WORK 
TEAM)

In 2002, church members who were involved in 
the outreach and several concerned members 
from Bethel Care Group came together to form a 
small dialect work team to plan a 
fellowship/outreach program - with ad hoc 
act ivit ies such as lunch/tea-fellowship on CNY, 
Easter, Mid-Autumn and Christmas, including 
quarterly small group out ing to places of interest. 
Dialect speakers would be invited to share 
Christ ian messages.  The first  dialect outreach 
fellowship lunch held at Yunnan Chinese Garden 
Restaurant on Sat 4 Apr 2003 saw 30 parents, 
relat ives and team members gathered to listen to 
guest speaker Rev James Lim Choon Liang. 

The posit ive outcomes further fuelled the burning 
passion of this team such that a dialect fellowship 
program was intent ionally included in JCC Annual 
Retreats of 2004 (Port Dickson) and 2005 (Kota 

Tinggi) providing 
valuable opportunity to 
engage the dialect 
speaking part icipants to 
share the good news.

2005-2006 (CHURCH 
ENDORSED DIALECT 
MINISTRY)

The blossoming outreach 
effort  of this small 

dialect team was well received by the 
congregat ion at large, whose affirmative response 
led the Church Council (English sect ion) to support 
the formal sett ing up of the Dialect Ministry in 
June/July 2005. Twenty loving members stepped 
forward to form the Dialect Ministry Team, which 
held its inaugural meeting on 19th June 2005 to 
plan and set the program with a mission ?to reach 
out  to dialect  speaking pre-believers, especially 
parents, relat ives and friends of congregat ion 
members and to win them for the Kingdom of 
God.?

An init ial program of act ivit ies for a 7-month 
period (Sep 05 ? Apr 06) was launched after a 
survey to find out the needs/ interests of their 
dialect-speaking parents/relat ives/friends. By the 
following month, the proposed plan and program 
was accepted by the English Council and the 
Dialect Ministry was officially endorsed as one of 

continued on the next page
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the Church?s outreach ministries. With that, the 
dialect gospel song pract ice became a regular 
feature as the core team and musicians rout inely 
stayed back in church sanctuary after lunch for 
pract ice.

2008-2010 (LAUNCH OF DIALECT WORSHIP 
SERVICE)

The desire and burden to init iate a dialect worship 
service in the church came through when Rev 
William Chang was reassigned to JCC as pastor 
in-charge in 2008. With Rev Chang?s 
encouragement and help from Yishun Christ ian 
Church (Lutheran) dialect worship team, we were 
able to start  dialect worship service on Sunday 3 
March 2008. 

In Oct 2009, Brother Teo Swee Hai joined as a 
parish worker in-charge of dialect ministry. Rev 
Chang was reassigned to LWF in early 2010 and 
brother Swee Hai left  6 months later. In Nov 2011, 
Brother Peter Cheong, was appointed as Deacon 
in Jurong Christ ian Church overseeing the dialect 
ministry. Over the years, the dialect worship 
ministry has grown and cont inued to flourish with 
God?s blessing. 

LOOKING AHEAD

The Dialect Ministry celebrated its 15th 

anniversary and 13 years of Dialect Service in 
March 2021.  We look with immense grat itude to 
God for His grace and manifold blessings over the 
past years. God has chosen ordinary English 
educated ?potatoes eaters? - non-dialect speaking 
bunch of faithful men and women - to sow the 
gospel seed to dialect-speaking people aka ?sweet 
potatoes eaters?.  How these humble and faithful 
servants diligent ly t illed the soil and cult ivated the 
germinat ing seed for the harvest to come ?  for the 
joy and hope await ing them.

It  had been said that dialect-speaking group in 
Singapore will decline over t ime as the Pioneer and 
Merdeka generat ions gradually diminish. On the 
contrary, Singaporeans? life span as reported by 
WHO is one of the longest in the world averaging 
84 years or more. Would dialect speakers st ill have 

a church to go to for worship or have a chance to 
hear the gospel preached to them? 

The call for Singapore to be the Ant ioch of Asia is a 
challenge for the dialect speaking Christ ian 
workers to rise up and be ready to serve the many 
st ill unreached dialect speaking people/nat ives 
around our neighbouring shores, including 
Indonesia, Thailand and China.  Hence, I see many 
more years of harvest ing for the dialect gospel 
work within and outside Singapore, as the Lord 
cont inue to lead and use His servants for His glory 
and purpose. 

In May 2014, a Parents Appreciat ion outreach at Yunnan Garden Restaurant was very well at tended 
with over 300 guests and helpers. The speaker was Rev Emily Tan and it  was a joy to see a number of 
people committ ing their life to Christ .
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CREMATION
BY JOHN LEE

Doing a Google search, you may easily feel 
inundated by a lot  of views. At 
https://t inyurl.com/4v7k6crz, you can find the views 
of 8 religions. Overwhelming?

Let us not be distracted but focus attent ion on the 
Christ ian perspect ives. Individuals may hold 
different views, but all can accept the civility motto 
of ?Agreeing to Disagree.?

I would like to begin by highlight ing two Bible verses:

- ?Do not add to what I command you and do not 
subtract from it, but keep the commands of the 
Lord your God that I give you.? (Deuteronomy 
4:2)

- ?Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you 
and prove you a liar.? (Proverbs 30:6)

AN ACT OF DESECRATION?

Supports for burial are mainly based on the belief in 
the resurrect ion of the body, the temple of the Holy 
Spirit , which one is obligated to take care of and 
honour.

The claim of desecrat ion does not hold water:

- A house must be kept in habitable condit ion 
according to its use as a dwelling place.  The 
same idea applies to the body as a temple 
where the Spirt  is resident. However, when 
the person dies, the Spirit  is no longer 
resident.  Buried or cremated, the dust 
simply returns to the earth where it  came 
from as the breath of life goes back to God. 
(Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 12:7 GNB) 

- Revelat ions 20:13 says, ?The sea gave up the 
dead that were in it ??

TLSB comments: ?Those whose bodies were lost at sea 
or burned are not excluded from the final resurrection 
and glorification of the body, since God will miraculously 
call forth these people as well.?

This means that cremation does not affect one?s 
eternal dest iny. 

- Even the Orthodox Church, a strong 
advocate of burial, does not condemn 
cremation outright (t inyurl.com/48psuf9w).

- Here is further assurance of one?s eternal 
dest iny notwithstanding the physical state of 
the body:

?But even though the body has been all quite ground up 
to  powder by some severe accident, or by the 

continued on the next page

Since there is no biblical injunct ion against  
cremat ion, I shall not  add any statement  that  
God prohibits cremat ion. 

https://tinyurl.com/4v7k6crz
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%203:19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%203:19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+12%3A7&version=GNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+12%3A7&version=GNT
https://tinyurl.com/48psuf9w
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ruthlessness of enemies, and though it has been so 
diligently scattered to the winds, or into the water, that 
there is no trace of it left, yet it shall not be beyond the 
omnipotence of the Creator? no, not a hair of its head 
shall perish.? ?  St Augustine, ?The City of God? 

RESPECTING THE CONTEXTS 

Cremation was also carried out in ancient Israel:

1. The bodies of Saul and his sons were burnt. 
(1 Samuel 31:12)

TLSB ? ?Unusual because cremation was not 
ordinarily pract iced in Israel. Perhaps the bodies 
were extremely mutilated or decomposed, or 
perhaps this was a means to prevent further 
indignit ies.?

2. Amos 6:9-10 mentions the burning of the 
dead, most likely for hygiene reasons.

Clearly, cremation was not always an unacceptable 
act that would attract God?s punishment although 
death by burning was itself a punit ive act ion at t imes. 
(Genesis 38:24; Levit icus 20:14) 

Things done in ancient t imes with approval or 
disapproval, for isolated reasons or as a regular 
custom, must be regarded with contextual 
awareness and not be mindlessly added to God?s 
Word as God?s inalienable mandates or injunct ions.

We don?t follow a pract ice just for the sake of 
authent ic emulat ion:

- One might latch onto the scriptural account 
of the burial of Christ  Himself to support 
emulat ion. To be sure, there is nothing 
improper about burial; but this does not 
signify that cremation is improper or that 
Christ ians today must st ill follow the old 
burial pract ice of interring the dead in a 
sepulchre instead of a casket burial. 

- It  makes no sense for Christ ians today to 
just ify polygamy simply by quot ing the 
prevalent OT pract ice. 

In deciding for burial, the bereaved may have strong 
personal feelings of doing right by the departed 
loved one (which feelings we humbly respect) and 
different ideas on methods and burial sites may be 
chosen; but none of these is a biblical mandate. 

CREMATION TO BE PREFERRED?

Insofar as there is no biblical injunct ion, the case for 
cremation may even be strongly made out as the 
responsible choice by Christ ians for its great 
environmental friendliness compared to burial, or for 
good stewardship of land resources.

CONCLUSION

The Bible does not condemn cremation. It  is my view 
that Christ ians are free to choose between burial 
and cremation. 

And it  shall come to pass that  if there remain 
ten men in one house, they shall die [by the 
pest ilence that  comes with war]. And then a 
man?s uncle or kinsman, he who is to make a 
burning to cremate and dispose [of his 
pest ilence-infected body] - Amos 6:9-10, 
Amplified Bible, Classic Edit ion)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+31%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+31%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+31%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+38%3A24&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+38%3A24&version=KJV
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/20-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/20-14.htm
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PARABLES OF THE 
HIDDEN TREASURE 

AND THE PEARL
BY JOHN LEE

Within this short  passage from Matthew, two 
parables are describing the kingdom of heaven.

PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE (V 44)

A man who recognizes the great value of the 
kingdom would go all out, giving up everything he 
had, to claim it .

 

PARABLE OF THE PEARL (V 46)

This parable reinforces the point that the kingdom of 
heaven is of such superlat ive value that it  is worth 
sacrificing anything for it . 

WHAT IS ?THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN??

Here, I take ?kingdom of heaven? (found only in 
Matthew) as an alternat ive expression for ?kingdom 
of God?.

Some Christ ians perceive the kingdom as a locat ion 
(quot ing Mark 14:25; Luke 13:28); some, as a 
present experience we seek of righteous lives 
aligned with God?s will. (Matthew 6:33)

Revelat ions 11:15 says, ?The seventh angel sounded 
his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: ?The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he 
will reign forever and ever.??

Whether you think of the kingdom in eschatological 
perspect ive (a realm of life beyond death, as implicit  
in what Jesus told the crucified thief in Luke 23:43), 
or with the idea of being in the midst of it  now (Luke 
17:20-21), or as embracing both possibilit ies, the 
parables must draw our attent ion to placing our life 
on the right focus.

The kingdom of heaven is good news. (Matthew 
4:23). It  is a blessing to have the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 5:3) if we are righteous above the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law. (Matthew. 
5:20).

INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PARABLES

There are two interpretat ions:

1. Natural View ?  The treasure finder is more 
naturally seen as the seeker of God?s blessings. 
R.C.H. Lenski (1864 ? 1936), a Lutheran theologian 
well-known as an author of many Lutheran NT 
commentaries, subscribed to this ?natural view?. He 
said:

?God?s treasure, hidden, indeed, is to be found by us 
(11:25; Colossians. 4:3, 4; Luke 19:42); his 
connection with the treasure remains and is obvious 

continued on the next page

?The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field. When a man found it , he hid it  again, 
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field.

?Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls.

When he found one of great value, he went 
away and sold everything he had and bought it . 
(Matthew 13:44-46)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+13%3A28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+13%3A28&version=NIV
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-33.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%2023:43
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%2023:43
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2017%3A20-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2017%3A20-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204:23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%204:23&version=NIV
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-3.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+4%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+4%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+4%3A3-4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A42&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A42&version=NIV
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the moment it is uncovered. ?In the field? thus serves 
two purposes. As part of the imagery, it fits the man 
who buried the treasure, for it is most unlikely that 
others would hunt for his treasure there. As regards 
the reality the field brings out the thought that God 
did not hide his treasure far off in the heavens where 
no human being could even come near it but in a 
common, lowly place, where it could, indeed, be 
found, but certainly not by the earthly wise, proud, 
and self-sufficient.? (https://t inyurl.com/sm585hmc)

2. Christological View ?  This is what TLSB says:

?One may naturally see the man as any man and the 
treasure as the kingdom he discovers. However, a more 
Christological interpretation describes the field as the 
world, the treasure as you (the hearer) and the man as 
Christ, who gives up the glory of heaven to win you.?

It  seems that the natural view is more commonly 
held among commentators. However, it  is 
unnecessary for one person to take umbrage against 
another for holding a different preferred view.

A parable is a sketch of some truth, not for absolute 
literal reading or split t ing hairs over microscopic 
details. For example, the things (physical t reasure, 
pearl) that the parables use, or any other physical 
precious matter that one would propose, can never 
truly reflect the measureless value of the kingdom of 
heaven. (Jeremiah 31:37) While we cannot fully 
fathom the kingdom of heaven, we can leverage the 
introductory understanding of the parables to 
advance our bible study and develop our spiritual 
formation. 

THE BASIC TRUTH

TLSB: ?In the parables of both the hidden treasure and 
the precious pearl, Jesus reinforces this basic truth: 
earthly possessions cannot compare with the immense 
value and cost of God?s kingdom. We must not press the 
details of these parables to say that one can buy 
entrance into God?s kingdom by sacrificing all 
possessions. We inherit the kingdom by grace through 
faith in Christ, who purchased and redeemed us with His 
precious blood.?

Extended to 30 June 2021 
with addit ional prize value increased to $150 to be won.

https://tinyurl.com/sm585hmc
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31:37&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31:37&version=NIV
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GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS
BY MARTIN CHEAH

C. H. Spurgeon, in one of his sermons 
(https://t inyurl.com/ccwxsdb7), said: ?I would have 
us lookout each night and light the fire of prayer, that 
it  may be burning in case the ships of heaven should 
go by, that blessings may come to us ?  who need 
them so much. Let us wait  pat ient ly t ill the Lord?s 
convoy shall take us on board, that we may be 
carried into the glories and splendour of the reign of 
Christ , ?  when we shall get to that better land where 
our possessions are, where our Father lives, where 
our treasures lie, where all our brethren dwell.?

In our haste to encourage non-believers to become 
the Lord?s sheep to board the ships of heaven, we 
often fail to concurrent ly tell them that the goats, 
weeds, and fruit less branches are thrown into the 
fire.  My observat ion is that preachers who are 
focused on the prosperity gospel tend to preach only 
the Good News (of salvat ion). Also, most mainline 
denominat ions tend to preach the Bad News (of 
damnation) only to those who have become 
believers in Christ . 

THE GOOD NEWS

?For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.? ? John 3:16

?Whoever believes in him is not condemned? ? John 
3:18a

?For it  is by grace you have been saved, through faith 
?  and this is not from yourselves, it  is the gift  of God 
?  not by works, so that no one can boast.? ? 
Ephesians 2:8-9

"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved." ? Romans 10:13

?My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvat ion comes 
from him.? ? Psalm 62:1

?Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ  Jesus? ? Romans 8:1

"Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 
be judged but has crossed over from death to life.? ? 
John 5:24

?For the wages of sin is death, but the gift  of God is 
eternal life in Christ  Jesus our Lord.? ? Romans 6:23

continued on the next page

https://tinyurl.com/ccwxsdb7
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THE BAD NEWS

?Then he will say to those on his left , ?Depart from 
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you 
did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did 
not look after me.?? ? Matthew 25:41-43

?First collect the weeds and t ie them in bundles to be 
burned? ? Matthew 13:30b

?If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.? ? John 
15:6

?What good is it , my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them?? ? James 2:14

WHAT THEN CAN WE SAY?

?For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor principalit ies, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creat ion, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ  
Jesus our Lord.? ? Romans 8:38-39

Luther on Grace and Works (Extracted from various 
web resources):

Roman Catholics of Mart in Luther?s t ime were 
hyper-focused on the value of works, but Luther 
found that Scripture repeatedly asserts we are saved 
through faith in Jesus Christ , not by anything we do. 
Luther believed that the only correct way to respond 
to God's plan of salvat ion, unlike what the book of 
James states, is to simply trust in His perfect love. 
What is known as works or obedience to God does 
not play a leading role in the salvat ion of the 
individual.  Lutherans believe that faith must be the 
sole foundation of a believer and that after it  fully 
exists then good works will flow from it .

According to Luther, although good works are no 
longer obligated for Christ ians as a means of 
just ificat ion before God, Christ ian freedom does not 
warrant license or rebellion. Rather, love compels 

Christ ians to pursue good works as a means of 
purifying themselves, benefit ing their neighbours, 
and pleasing God.

Jesus uses the metaphor of trees and fruit  to capture 
a similar idea. If we claim to have faith in Jesus Christ  
but our lives bear no evidence of that, it?s like 
claiming to have his good fruit , but all we produce is 
rotten. And he makes it  clear what happens to trees 
with rotten fruit . (see Matthew 7:16?23)

According to Luther there are two ways in which 
good works are st ill necessary for Christ ians.

1. Since the sinful flesh cont inues to plague 
humans ?  Christ ians must pursue works that 
discipline their wrong desires. Luther affirms 
the spiritual nature of a Christ ian is disposed 
to ?serve God joyfully?, while the bodily 
nature has ?a contrary will? which strives to 
serve the world? and itself. Therefore, good 
works are necessary to reduce the bodily 
nature to subject ion and ?purify it  of its evil 
lusts,? in obedience to God.

2. Good works are required of Christ ians for 
the sake of others. As Christ  emptied himself 
of divine privilege for the sake of others, so 
Christ ians must empty themselves and freely 
serve their neighbours. Moreover, a 
Christ ian?s service of others should be free of 
selfish motivat ion, taking no account of 
grat itude, praise, or personal gain. Luther 
characterizes this kind of selfless service as 
imitat ion of the freely given gift  of salvat ion 
in Christ : ?I will therefore give myself as a 
Christ  to my neighbour.? Mart in Luther insists 
that ?a Christ ian is the servant of all.? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A16-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A16-23&version=NIV
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INTRODUCING THE CG - HIPHOP
BY SAW PEH PING

Do you know what HIPHOP stands for? It  is 
?Harvesters In Pract ice, Harvesters Of People?. 
During the circuit  breaker of 2020, we had a small 
Christmas gathering. We wanted to keep in contact 
with some of the pre-believers who came, and so, 
we embarked on the Happiness Group outreach 
spanning 5 to 8 sessions from mid-February to end 
April. Happiness Group is a structured get-together 
for pre-believer friends.

We want to thank God we were given this window 
period to interact in small groups within Safe 
Management guidelines after restrict ions were 
relaxed. God also used these sessions to train 
various people to present their test imonies, lead in 
songs, conduct games, decorate the venue and 
share the gospel message. Apart from HIPHOP cell 
members, we were also blessed to have other JCC 
members like Peggy and Samantha join us, pray 
with us and invite friends to the sessions. Thank 
God for all the friends who joined us.  Through 

these sessions, we learnt to focus on showing care 
and sincerity by our act ions, instead of perfect ing 
the programme. Even after the Happiness Group 
sessions, we make ongoing efforts to connect with 
our friends, develop the friendships and share the 
Good News.  Though we faced a few challenges, we 
will cont inue to keep our eyes open, looking at the 
fields which are ripe for harvest. (John 4:35) 

Jesus said to His disciples, ?The harvest is plent iful 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.? (Mt 9:37-38)

God has blessed every member in HIPHOP through 
it  all and we pray for more brothers and sisters in 
Christ  to join us as harvesters in the fields He has 
placed us in.

"For since the creation of the world God?s 
invisible qualities? his eternal power and 
divine nature? have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse." 
~Romans 1:20



T HE W I NEPRESS |  LI V I N G

By Bryan Tay



My experience in David & Goliath Preschool (DGP) 
has been an eye-opening and interest ing one. I was 
at first  given the opportunity to serve as the 
curriculum head to oversee the school?s curriculum 
together with the principal. After the curriculum 
was sett led, I ventured into the human resource 
department, an area that I was relat ively unfamiliar 
with. Partnering with experienced hands in the 
team, I managed to learn much while developing 
the system for staff recruitment, evaluat ion and 
rewards.

Being involved in the Early Childhood Educat ion 
sector, in nurturing the lit t le ones for the future, is 
an enriching experience. Despite the taxing 
workload and t ime constraints, I st ill find all the 
efforts worthwhile. The innocence that the children 
exude as they play and learn cheerfully among 
themselves has brought me great joy and 
sat isfact ion.

The DGP?s philosophy is: ?Train up a child in the 
way he should go; even when he is old, he will not 
depart from it .?

I believe that we as teachers play a crucial role in 
shaping each child from their early years in 
development.

As DGP passionately prepares itself for 2022 (our 

official opening), may JCC keep us in prayer for 
these things:

I. Principal/Teachers/Staff ? Preparing for 
transit ion

II. DGP committee ? Wisdom and Favour in 
planning and decision-making

III. Renovat ion (June) ? Safety and Smooth 
Renovat ion

IV. Approval from authority
V. Publicity to reach all households in the 

neighbourhood.
VI. Registrat ion of children ? pray for 

full-house opening
VII.Experience God?s presence
VIII.Competent staff to stay/ join us in providing 

good service that parents are happy about
IX. Good health for all ? protect ion from 

Covid-19.

Pray also for our upcoming events:

1. Flyer distribut ion (June, July, October & 
November)

2. Virtual tour and parents? forum (July & 
August)

3. Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony 
(October)

4. Ground-breaking Ceremony (November)

DAVID & GOLIATH PRESCHOOL
BY BERNICE TAN
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